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M ary Magdalen Paska, lovingly referred to as Mads, 70,

passed away suddenly on Wednesday September 15, 2021.

Mads was born on August 13, 1951, in Baltimore, Maryland, daughter of the late John and Ruth

Fischer (Meagher). She was the youngest of four children. Growing up in Highlandtown, she
enjoyed time spent with her family and the many friends who became family. Mads attended
Sacred Heart of Jesus RC Church and graduated in 1969 from The Catholic High School of

Baltimore. She eventually met the love of her life in 1967 through the Catholic Youth
Organization. The two were wed on August 25, 1973, at Sacred Heart Church in Baltimore.

Mads and her husband had many adventures (and misadventures) together and she enjoyed
passing on stories that were always sure to pull a few laughs. They built a beautiful life together
including the addition of three sons along the way, who were her greatest pride and joy.

Mads was an incredible and devoted mother, spending much of her time taking on roles such as
“Den Mother” during Cub Scouts, being a part of the PTA at school and the world’s best
cheerleader at every sporting event. She made all the Halloween costumes by hand and every

stitch was done with love.

As if her role as mother to three growing boys wasn’t enough, she began her career in non-profit

fundraising and went on to spend 30+ years doing what she did best, helping people.

In 2016, Mads became “Mom Mom” and the joy in her heart was unmatched. Her favorite thing
to do was spend time and have fun with her grandchildren.

Mads was referred to as the matriarch of her family and spent most of her time caring for those
she loved. She planned and organized endless family gatherings and was the glue that held it all
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together. No Christmas Day went by without a signature drink created by Mads. You’d be lucky to
get your hands on one of her famous sugar cookies.

Mads’ adventures never stopped, and she traveled with family, friends, and co-workers to places
like England, Italy, Mexico and Central America and her favorite place on Earth, St. Thomas,

USVI. She would always try something once and particularly enjoyed activities such as boating,
snorkeling. and we can’t forget happy hour!

At the time of her passing, Mads lived in Frankford, Delaware in her dream home which she built

with her husband. She filled every square inch of her home with love and care, with her family in
mind and enjoyed much of her time entertaining there.

In addition to her parents, Mary Magdalen Paska is preceded in death by her grandson, Bodhi
Paska. She is survived by her husband, Joseph Paska; her sons: Scott Paska, Brian Paska (Kristi
Paska), Nick Paska (Audry Paska); her grandson, Miles Paska; her brothers: John Fischer and Phil

Fischer; her sister, Ruth Gawryluk “Sis”; and countless other family members.

Although Mads was taken from us too soon, her beautiful memory will be carried in our hearts
and minds forever.

A Mass of Christian Burial will take place on Saturday, October 16, 2021, at 1:00 PM at Our Lady
of Guadalupe Catholic Church, 35318 Church Road, Frankford, DE 19945, and for those wishing

to watch a live stream of the service, please visit St. Anne's Catholic Church's Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/stannbb and choose their YouTube link to be directed to the service link.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic social distancing protocols must be observed and masks

must be worn by everyone participating in any aspect of the service.

In lieu of flowers, the family request donations in Mads' memory made to St. Jude's Children's

Hospital, http://giftfunds.stjude.org/MaryPaska.

Please sign the virtual guestbook located on the tribute page.
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JW John Wcislo posted:

To Joe and Sons: Maria and I were shocked and saddened to learn of Mary's sudden passing. We

were next-door neighbors for fourteen years, and we'll always remember the over-the-fence

conversations and stories we shared, be it about the back yard gardens, our families, and your plans

to retire to Delaware to be close to family. Our deepest condolences to you for the loss of your wife

and mother, a most charming and friendly woman. Sincerely, Maria and John Wcislo, Crofton,

Maryland.

October 17 at 8:22 AM

SM Sarah Schickert (Meger) posted:

To Ms. Paska (I don't think I ever was able to call her Mads) :Your family was a significant part of my

life for so many years. You welcomed me with open arms as you did with all the kids that wandered

through the door. I feel privileged to have known you and am thankful for the three boys you brought

into this world. My life was forever changed because of them.To Scott, Brian, and Nick : BIG HUGS...

it's been a long time, but I love you all dearly.To the rest of the Paska clan : My sincere condolences

for losing such a remarkable and wonderful woman.

October 16 at 4:14 AM

DA

Scott Paska October 15 at 8:27 PM

Thank you so much! Every charity she worked for she put her whole heart into. Having

someone say thanks means the world.

Dana lit a candle in honor of Mary.

I feel humble to post my thoughts after everything it is already said here because I

feel like an outsider. I am not part of the family, I am not relative, I live on a different

continent. I didn't communicate too much with Mary and not as often as I wished.

More precisely, I regret not saying her more often "thank you" because in these

busy times we live, we always rush, chase deadlines and keep conversations short. But it comes a

moment, like this one, when I wish to be able to express my deep gratitude for what Mary meant for

my charity, to thank her for the extremely important role, professionalism, her loyalty and friendship. I

leave it here, but it doesn't help much. It should have been said more often and at the right time! If

there is a Heaven, if Mary is watching us from above, she already know all these, she knows that I

missed her so much. Condolences to the whole Paska s family!

October 14 at 6:57 AM

SP
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NI Nicola posted:

I was privileged to know Mary and to work with her from May 2009 until 2015. She was my first boss

and regular contact at World Villages for Children. She was a person of enormous integrity, fairness

and huge fun. She taught me a lot about getting stuff done and being brave. She leaves a huge hole

in our lives and it should be some comfort to her family to know how very significant she was to so

many and how very much she was respected and liked. She will be very greatly missed.Nicola

Lawson

October 14 at 6:44 AM

MP Mike Paska posted:

I’m not sure what to say right now but Mads was without a doubt the greatest woman that I have ever

met in my entire life! I met Mads in 1967 while helping my brother, Joe decorate the parish hall at St.

Elizabeth for that evenings CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) dance. Being 13 at the time, I wasn’t

sure as to why Mads was there with her friend, Sue, but she was ( she was actually from Sacred

Heart of Jesus CYO) we all were helping to get the hall ready. Sometime during the next hour or so, I

came to realize that this young lady was quite enamored with my brother and kind of asked me to

assist her in getting my brother to see her in kind. That’s it. It happened. She and Joe began dating

and got married and had children and grandchildren and throughout all of these years and life events

the two of them remained loyal and built a life with each other that any person would envy.When

times got rough for others, Mads was there to reach out. When others were mourning Mads was

there with a hug. For 50 + years she was the glue that kept things together. She became the

matriarch of our family. I was blessed to have a special relationship with her as a friend and a sister.

As we mourn her unexpected passing, I really want to say thank you for the 54 years of love and

friendship. Peace.

October 13 at 12:07 PM

DM Denise Miles posted:

One afternoon, about a week after Bodhi died, Mary and I took a drive to get some tacos. On the

short drive, we had a deep conversation about heaven and what we thought it would be like. Mary

was so certain about heaven and what we thought it would look like. She was a devoted believer in

Christ, and I remember finding a lot of peace and hope in that time of sorrow. I’m so thankful Nick

married Audry and I got to know such an amazing woman.

October 12 at 4:57 PM
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DG Debbie Gawryluk posted:

Mads always had a smile on her face since I first met her in 1994 and enjoyed life to the fullest. Even

though we didn’t get to see each other very often. I enjoyed seeing all of her and Joe’s family

adventures via Facebook.I remember going to her home for Cierra’s first Thanksgiving 2004, while

Dave was in Iraq and she and Joe and the rest of the family made me feel so welcome. She’s going to

be missed by so many and I’ll always remember that smile. RIP ❤️🙏

October 12 at 5:31 AM

RG Ruth Gawryluk posted:

My very first memory of Mads was on the day Mom came home from the hospital. Mom was

diagnosed with TB. I was 8 years old, and Mom was leaving to go to a TB hospital in Baltimore

County. Mom handed Mads to me, and said take good care of your little sister. Mom had to leave. I

had my own living baby doll. Our single Aunt May (my father’s sister) live with us. It was August, I had

off of school, my favorite thing was to put her in a carriage and walk and walk with her sleeping

soundly. Loved showing her off to all the neighbors, especially my friends. Our Aunt May did the

cooking, our Aunt Marie did the laundry. My job was t take care of Mads. That bond that Mads and I

shared in the 3 months that Mom wasn’t able stayed with me forever. We were connected in such a

special way, it was even stronger than sisters. I don’t ever remember having an argument, bad words,

misunderstanding or pettiness with her in my life. There was no way I ever would hurt her or her hurt

me. I will miss her all the days I have left on this earth. Love you Mads, until we meet again.

October 11 at 5:51 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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